


' THE SOURCE FUR THE LONG ISLAND MUSIC SCENE

SEVEN DAZE:
THE BEST OF
WHAT'S AROUND

BY BERNADETTE [HACOMAZZID
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ﬁeanahai!llnity Squad

@ Inn
Long Beach

Part of the charm of the Long Beach club |

scene is its diversity. Whether you're in the
mood for live music, dancing, or just a plain

old goed tima, you're guaranteed o find it

in Long Beach,
The Inn, thankfully, is one of the dimin-
izhing numbers of venues in Long Beach

that support the original music scena cur- |

rently in full thrush on Long Island, With the
unfortunate ¢losing of the long-loved (and
much missed) Wrong Way inn, it's on its
way lo becoming a much appreciatad
respite from ever-present (and increasingly
annoying) Omnipop bands nol worth their
weight in their respective bar tabs. .

The nama Seanchai might not immadi-
ately come to mind when thinking of the
original Long Island music scene, bul after

lonight's performance at the Inn, thal '
should quickly change. His Celtic moniker |
and offbeat appearance netwithstanding, |
he is one of lew arlists thal can actually be !

calléd genra-defying. Drawing from pop-
infused reggae, the standard alt-rock fare,
folk music (lyrically speaking, anyway), and

his (presumably Cellic) hantage, he suc-

cessiully creatas a bland of cofles-house

rock that pleases and satisfies. Of course,
iven that this is a live music venue in Long
each, it also Just plain rawks.

Unity Squad, meanwhile, drew more from
a_solid feagae background. Granted, it's
hard to believe that [awn Guy Land kids
can imilate a2 sound that comes straight out
of the Caribbean — much less sound any-
thing remotely like Bob Madey — but for

what it's worth, al least they don't try to. |

Even when they come dangerously close

to the Tosh tribute band line, they manage |

to use their strong lyrical content and their

even stronger musicianship 10 pull off the |

mest impossible of feals, and avoid
bacoming a parody of themselves.
b

The Inn in Long Beach is destined lo |
bacome a hot spot for argnal bands 1o |

staut their stull. Seanchai and Unily Squad
are also destined to become major players
on the Long Island musical circuil. Expect
1o hear more aboul them in the not-too-dis-
tant fulura. — Bernadette Glacomazzo B
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Quick Cuts
Ghumbawamba

Readymades
Republic’Universal Records

Sa much for anarchy in the UK. The boys |
(and girls} who brought you “Tubthumping” |
are back with a whole new compilation of |
songs about dying (“The Killing of Harry |
Stanley™), sinning (“When I'm Bad" and
their heat-seeking single, “Don't Try This at
Home’), and sweel sweet lovin' (*Home
With Me™). while il's easy to like these
songs — they're as calchy as a penicillin-
resistant cold — W's difficult 10 take the
band's anarchy rallyi ies seriously,
They arecnam aftar all. Mol that
Ihere's anything ith thal-they do
sing the songs that remind us of good
limes, and there is no such thing as bad
press. Just ask the Sex Pistols. Ch, wait a
minute.. - Bernadette Glacomazzo B

DJ Tiesto

In My Memory
Nettwerk Amearica

In his three short years on tha DJ circuit,
Tijs Verwest (Tiesto 1o his adoring legion of
tans) has sarned accoladas, respect, and a
spol on the Areal tour with Moby and
David Bowia, He has remixed songs by
Sarah Maclachlan, BT, Delerium, and
Faithless. While most DJ's would shrug
their shoulders and call it all in a day's
work, Tiesto has decided to make the mast
ol his red-hol career and journey to the
canter of the france universa with his
Nettwerk America debut album, In My
Memory. Though this album is touted as
the “artist's album debut,” this man already
has a loyal cull following (which may have |
somathing to de with his. prior release, |
Summer Breers. And, while many crilics
associate progressive house and trance
music with mis-spant, ecslasy-addlad
youth, Tiesto Keeps it real with mass
appeal, resulling in tracks such as “Magik
Joumney,” “Lethal Industry,”and *Suburban
Rain." The entire album Is seamless,
shameless, and a whole ot of fun. Acid not
included. — Bernadette Glacomazzo B
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Amphitheaire
Wanta

Perhaps the most|

* diverse and ener-

getic summer fastival
of the year is the)
Area2 fastival. With

this year's tour fea-|
‘tures Eminem scape-|
goat Moby and rockl

n' roll chameleon David Bowie as hesdlin-

s,
Split betwaen the boundaries of twa
sta and, seemingly, two worlds -
cadre of artists in the
of which
X e days when Lollapalooza
was in its glory.

Take, for example, the loud, raving mix in
the PlaySlation tent set off by the aggro-
rep dynama known as Diesel Boy. In a tent
complete with tweenis ravers, i
Japanimation, and th: rrant tab of
ephedra, it was hard to decipher what
exactly he was saying to the revved-up and
uwouurinY erowd. Then again, when

ou're all raving, really cares?

ayiight and twilight all blend Into one
anothal

T anyway...
Uniil, that is, Scandinevia's pride and joy,
B;JD.T o look control of the one ln\']
5.

) g

roduced track:
of headiiner Moby, has
remixsd Delerium's Ailndy-tﬂppoq-oul

spinning trance music?), he's incredibl
- ing (in case *Jc o ladies om

tere, yet maniacal,
latast’ Nattwark .
thing short of

dor those faw minutes, anyway.
The Blue Man Group made for an inter-
i and rather pleasant, interiude.
who's ssen and enjoyed th
commarcial ampxr and their
padfarmancs with Moby and Jill Scott at the
‘Grammys would serve well to chack out a
full-blown live show from these geneti
mutated Smurs, who mix and match fluo-
rascent paint, Junkyard Wars, dub sam-
and auvq New World -esque musi-

usicianship.  From
their originals ("Please Yell if You Are

i

3, but experiencas.
When lalking about native|

Long Islanders done good, Busta
Rhymes may not immediately come to
mind. That, howevar, needs 1o changs,
quickly. i3 Uni e native first came
front and center as & member of the influ-
ential and woslully short-lived Leaders of
the New School, and has since gone on to
become one of the moat original ers of
the naw millennium. He's ona of the few
hip-hopsters who doesn't have to rap about
tha same-old-song-and-dance of women of
W repute, Hlegal drug:
gu of b

is admitt the occasional - -

, not 3o occasional - - Courvoiser, and

that comes across such tracks as
'Uanzemus.' “Whoo-Hal {Got You All in
Check),” and “Put Your Hands Where My
Eyes Sse,” which sounds unbeliev-

it mov
his omni-present Flipmode Squad along for
tha fantastic voyage. Mema to Long I
bands: whichever of you breaks tha big
time first had betier take the rest of the
scene with you. Take a Jesson from Mr.

. the malure road),

10 provae it) thould have
bean

whe!

the unexpecied thun-

der and lightning storm
ade for nothing
of sonic orgasm.

spersions of tracks
ES from his latest release,
Heathen, and while they're not classics
along the lines of “Major Tom,” they cer-
tainly beat the tracks set forth by the disas-
trous Earthiing album. N
Moby was the last arist on the main
stage, and was his usual diva seff. The
average Joe might not think a male artist
can be a diva. This is Moby that we're talk-

. He's been busying him- ~ |

ing abaut, though.
n?lwilh his Manhattan tea shop {co-run by
his ax-girifriand - - points to him for taking
, promoting his new album
and the over hyped single, “We Are All
lade of Stars”), and fending off attacks

from whita bay rappers...and maybe it's all *

finally gotten {o him. Two years ago, Moby
was an sdgy, somewhat mystarious indie
artist who got lucky snough to hit the big
time. Unfortunately, he's begun lo lake
himseli a bit too senously.. Maybe he's too
smart for his own . That couid also be
hig saving graca, 3
Ultimately, Area2 was what summar fes-
ivals should be all about: lifa, love, loads
ghs and fun, and the ocassional
head-trip. Brh%vwmn!m-ts.
- Bernadette Glacomazzo 8
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. Pufty AmiYumi

An Huslrated History
+ Bar None/Sony Music Japan

It's cicial: thare's something in the watar
in Japan, and it's probably high in sugar,
Prozac, or both. It's not that there's some-
thing intrinsizally wrang with being ha
(aven for semeone ike me, who flew the
grunge flag back when it acually maeant
something), it's just that. alwaan
Tamagotchis, Pokemon, fron Chef and,
alas, Pulty AmiYumi, I'm beginning to won-

| der if maybe they've got the right idea after
all. nyway, this compilation of
| Japanamerican lunes deeply infused with
danceable, somewhal aggro Ibiza-rock
suggast a storm lront brewing. Yel the
songs stay funky, fresh, and groovy long
enough fo disperanv fears of world domi-
nation that you may have. Parfect for that

full moon club might. Colleet ‘am all,
- Bernadette Glacomazzo B

Guttermouth

Guste
Epitaph Records

It you think the best thing 1o come aut of
the SoCal musical scena is No Doubt,
you're obviously not considering the hard-
core punk thal influenced and nunured
their very superstardom...and most of tha
luminaries didn't even need glitter makeup
and pseudo-bhindi's lo make it (sorry,
Gwen). Consider, for example, the mighty
Guttermouth. When they came original last
year with Covered with Ants, they started
aut smartasses and ended up cynics,
Considering thal the average length of one
of their songs is just under the three minute
mark, you have to give them tremendous
amounls of credit for accomplishing so
much in so little time. It's not avéry gand
that can stand and deliver anarchy with
melody and i's good to see a band like

Whather they're waxing childish with “Pae
in tha Shower" (and dont we ali...o\mry|
anca in a while?), or summaning the spirt |
ol the Dead Milkmen with “Camp Fire Girl |
#62," this SoCal quartet delivers non-stop |
fun with a punk aesthetic and a musical
tenacity not found in most of their contam-
poraries. | need more. Somecns get me
my fix. - Bernadetie Glacomazzo W

Astroblast

This Will Help You an Your Way
Planting Seeds Records

Maybe trus-to-form independent music :
has gone the way of the dodo - - which is
disquieling, when you think about it
FLE.M., afier all, did not haul their Marshalf
amps around Atlanta in an un-air condi-
tioned van with the intention of making life
aasy far the Uncle Kracker's of the warld -
- bul Astroblast holds out somae hops for the
future, They tout their independanca like a
Caongrassional medal of honar, but This Will ]
Help You On Your Way doesn't resort 1o |
cooler-than-thou arrogance all-too-often |
sean on the indie circuit. Rather, they wax |
poetic {“An End to Dreams®), aesthetic i
("Maladjusted”), and try to keap it all |
copasatic ("North Geargia Expariment”)
with a sound that can almost be described
as experimental prog-rock.

- Bernadette Glacomazzo B f

“Guttermouth do it with such, wall, gusto,
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The Might Mighty
Bosstanes
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